Mycology Report on Methylprednisolone Acetate, NECC (Lot # 05212012@68) 


Mycology Laboratory, Wadsworth Center, NYSDOH received 20 vials of 
methylprednisolone acetate, NECC (Lot # 05212012@68) on November 7, 2012 from 
Mr. Bryon Backenson, Bureau of Communicable Disease Control, NYSDOH. The 
content of each of these vials was processed for fungal culture and DNA extraction 
followed by Exserohilum rostratum real time PCR assay. 

Culture results of the vials revealed from few to large number of fungal colonies 
of identical morphology (Table 1 & Figure 1). For further characterization, some of these 
colonies were randomly picked and processed for phenotypic characterization and 
Panfungal PCR. All of the cultures were confirmed to be Paecilomyces formosus. This 
fungus produced large number of spores in routine mycological media and grew rapidly 
at 37° C (Figure 2). 

DNA extracted from the contents of 1 of the 20 vials (vial # 5) was also positive 
for Exserohilum rostratum DNA (Table 1). However, culture of this vial was negative 
for E. rostratum. The negative results could be due to the heavy presence of P. formosus, 
which grew rapidly and covered the whole plate within 3 days of incubation. 

Phylogenetically, P. formosus is closely related to P. variotii and both of these 
species are known to cause fungal meningitis (1). 
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Table 1. Mycology Investigation of Methylprednisolone Acetate Vials 

(Lot # 05212012 @68) 


Mycology 

Number 

Vial# 

IDR1200036214 

#1 

IDR 12000362 19 

#2 

IDR 1200036220 

#3 

IDR 1200036221 

#4 

IDR 1200036222 

#5 

IDR 1200036223 

#6 

IDR 1200036224 

#7 

IDR 1200036225 

#8 

IDR 1200036226 

#9 

IDR 1200036227 

#10 

IDR 1200036228 

#11 

IDR 1200036229 

#12 

IDR 1200036230 

#13 

IDR 1200036231 

#14 

IDR 1200036232 

#15 

IDR1200036233 

#16 

IDR 1200036234 

#17 

IDR 1200036235 

#18 

IDR 1200036236 

#19 

IDR 1200036237 

#20 
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Exserohilum rostratum DNA 
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CFU = Colony forming unit 


Figure 1. Culture of 100 microliter of vial content showing large 
number of fungal colonies 
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Figure 2. Growth of Paecilomyces formosus at saprobic (30° C) 
or permissive (37° C) temperature 
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